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Contact Information 

Roosevelt University 

College of Pharmacy 

1400 N. Roosevelt Blvd. Schaumburg, IL 60173 

(846) 330-4542 (office); (630) 947-2313 (cell) 

Email: mkurbanov01@roosevelt.edu 
 

 

Educational Background 

Postdoctoral Fellow in Chemistry, The Scripps Research Institute (2016 - 2019)  

Ph.D. in Medicinal Chemistry, University of Minnesota (2015) 

B.A. in Biology (cum laude), Illinois Wesleyan University (2010) 

 
 

Professional Appointments 

2019 – Present Assistant Professor of Medicinal Chemistry (Tenure-Track), Roosevelt University, 

 College of Pharmacy, Schaumburg, IL  

 

2016 – 2019 Postdoctoral Fellow in Chemistry, The Scripps Research Institute, Department of 

Chemistry 

Research: Hapten design and adjuvant optimization for methamphetamine and 

cocaine vaccines. Strategies for the irreversible inhibition of Botulinum 

Neurotoxin A. 

Advisor: Professor Kim D. Janda 
 

2010 – 2015             Graduate Fellow in Medicinal Chemistry, University of Minnesota, Department of  

 Medicinal Chemistry 

Thesis:   High-
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Awards & Honors 

2014 – 2015           Abul-Hajj/Hanna Exceptional Graduate Student Award in Medicinal Chemistry, 

University of Minnesota, Department of Medicinal Chemistry 

2014 Best Abstract, 5th Annual Masonic Cancer Center Research Symposium, University of 

Minnesota, Masonic Cancer Center 

2012                         Women Chemists Committee / Eli Lilly & Company Travel Award, American Chemical 

Society 

2010                    National Science Foundation – Research Experience for Undergraduates Chemistry 

Leadership Group Travel Award 

2010                     Phi Beta Delta, Epsilon Chi Chapter (International Studies Honor Society), Illinois 

Wesleyan University 

2008 – 2010             Beta Beta Beta (Biological Honor Society), Illinois Wesleyan University 

 

Grant Support 

2022 HHMI Inclusive Excellence Grant Mini-Summer Proposal, Roosevelt University, Role: 

PI; Status: Awarded ($1,000) 

2022 Faculty Research, Leave and Professional Improvement Committee Summer Research 

Grant, Roosevelt University, Role: PI; Status: Awarded ($1,500) 

2021 Faculty Research, Leave and Professional Improvement Committee Summer Research 

Grant, Roosevelt University, Role: PI; Status: Awarded ($1,500) 

2021  New Investigator Award, American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, Role: PI;  

 Status: Awarded ($8,750)                                    

 

Fellowship Support 

2017 – 2019             Postdoctoral Fellowship, Ruth L. Kirschstein Individual NRSA (F32 DA044692), 

 National Institutes of Health, National Institute on Drug Abuse 
 

2014 – 2015             Predoctoral Fellowship, Ruth L.  Kirschstein Individual NRSA (F31 CA183246),  

 National Institutes of Health, National Cancer Institute 
 

2013 – 2014             Predoctoral Fellowship, American Chemical Society, Division of Medicinal Chemistry 
 

2011 – 2013             Predoctoral Traineeship, National Institutes of Health Chemistry Biology Interface  

 Training Grant (T32 GM08700), University of Minnesota 
 

2011 – 2012             Bighley Fellowship, University of Minnesota, College of Pharmacy 
 

2010 – 2011 Portoghese Fellowship, University of Minnesota, Department of Medicinal Chemistry 
 

 

Peer-Reviewed Publications 

23. Olson ME*, Hart PC, Hornick MG, Stefanski A, Rajab IM, Potempa LA. “A biofunctional review of C- 

reactive protein (CRP) as a mediator of inflammatory and immune responses: differentiating how 

pentameric and modified CRP isoforms affect responses” Front. Immunol. 2023. Abstract 

Accepted/Manuscript in Preparation. 

22. Ferrins, L, Araujo, E, Boudreau, MW, Grenier-Davies, MC, Haranahalli, K, Journigan, VB, Klug, DM, 

Olson ME. “Engaging the medicinal chemists of tomorrow” J. Med. Chem. 2022, 65, 6353-6355.  
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21. Hornick, MG, Olson ME, Jadhav AL. “SARS-CoV-2 psychiatric sequelae: A review of neuroendocrine 

mechanisms and therapeutic strategies” Int. J. Neuropsychopharmacol. 2022, 12, 1-12.  
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5. Brand LJ, Olson ME, Ravindranathan P, Guo H, Kempema AM, Andrews TE, Chen X, Raj GV, Harki 

DA, Dehm SM. “EPI-001 is a selective peroxisome proliferator-activated receptor-gamma modulator 

wit
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4.   Abul-Hajj/Hanna Exceptional Graduate Student Award in Medicinal Chemistry (Minneapolis, MN). Oral 

Presentation: “Small molecule inhibitors of APOBEC3
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12. ‘Wisc-e-Sota’ 1st Joint UMN-UW Virology Training Grant Symposium (La Crosse, WI).  Poster 

Presentation: “Small molecule inhibitors and probes of APOBEC3-catalyzed DNA cytosine deamination” 

M.E.  Olson, A.L.  Perkins, D.  Abate Pella, M.  Li, R.S.  Harris, and D.A.  Harki. September 2012. 
 

11.  
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Professional Memberships & Service 

2022 – Present Chair, Younger Medicinal Chemists Committee (YMCC), American Chemical Society 

(ACS) 

2021-Present Past Chair, Curriculum Committee, Roosevelt University, College of Pharmacy 

2021 American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) Faculty Delegate, Roosevelt 

University, College of Pharmacy  

2021 Voting Member, Internal Medicine Faculty Search Committee, Roosevelt University, 

College of Pharmacy 

2021 Voting Member, Ambulatory Care Faculty Search Committee, Roosevelt University, 

College of Pharmacy 

2020 – Present Member, Younger Medicinal Chemists Committee (YMCC), American Chemical 

Society (ACS) 

2020 – Present College Representative, Undergraduate Council, Roosevelt University 

2019 – Present Faculty Mentor, Industrial Pharmacists Organization, Roosevelt University, College of 

Pharmacy 

2019 – 2021 Voting Member, Assessment Committee, Roosevelt University, College of Pharmacy 

2019 – 2021 Chair, Curriculum Committee, Roosevelt University, College of Pharmacy 

2019 – 2020 Curriculum Liaison, Self-Study Committee, Roosevelt University, College of Pharmacy  

2019 Chair, Pharmacology Faculty Search Committee, Roosevelt University, College of 

Pharmacy 
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